[Nephrogenic fibrosing dermopathy treated with extracorporeal photopheresis: role of gadolinium?].
Nephrogenic fibrosing dermopathy is a cutaneous and systemic sclerosis affecting patients with renal failure. A 68-year-old man with renal insufficiency and on dialysis developed hardening of the skin and severe joint contractions. He had previously undergone angiography with gadolinium-containing contrast agents. A skin biopsy confirmed nephrogenic fibrosing dermopathy. The patient was treated by oral steroids followed by extracorporeal photopheresis. An improvement was seen after 12 cycles. Treatment of nephrogenic systemic fibrosis is not codified and is normally based on the methods used for other forms of systemic sclerosis. Six cases of patients showing improvement under extracorporeal photopheresis have been published. The physiopathology of the disease is unknown. Gadolinium could act as a triggering agent by attracting circulating fibrocytes in the dermis of patients. Medical authorities recommend avoidance of gadolinium in patients with advanced kidney failure unless strictly necessary.